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THAT WHICH IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method of updating information 
mb^l^ltained at an intermediary web sate on a computer 
network about items being auctioned at a plurality of 




•remotely located auction sites oiy the computer network, 
wherein the information is displayable to users 
accessing the intermediary web site via the computer 
network, the method comprising /the following steps: 

obtaining auction iuem data that has changed 
since a previous time for auc / cions currently being 
conducted at the respective auction sites; 

extracting keyworcjis from the obtained auction 
item data; and' 

storing the extr acted keywo rds , wherein each 
stored keyword is associated with an item currently 
being auctioned at a respective one of the plurality of 
remotely located auction /sites , and wherein the stored 
keywords are searchable py users accessing the 
intermediary web site 

2 . The metjfiod according to Claim 1 wherein 
the step of obtaining /auction item data that has 
changed since a previous time is performed at 
predetermined time imtervals. 

3 . The method according to Claim 1 wherein 
each auction site ipcludes a data engine that is 
configured to obtain data about each item currently 
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being auctioned at the respective/ auction site, and 
wherein the intermediary web sit^e includes an agent 
that is configured to communicate with and retrieve 
auction item data from each auction site data engine, 
and wherein the step of obtaining auction item data at 
each of the auction sites that has changed since a 
previous time for auctions aurrently being conducted at 
each respective auction site comprises: 

establishing a TCP/IP connection between the 
agent and each respective /data engine; and 

sending an HTTP/ request from the agent to 
each respective data engd/ne via the TCP/IP connection 
to obtain auction item data that has changed since a 
previous time. / 

4 . The method according to Claim 3 wherein 
the data engine at each auction site comprises a data 
file configured to store cyclic redundancy checking 
(CRC) values for static and dynamic information about 
each auction item bed/ng auctioned at the respective 
auction site, wherein static information comprises an 
identification of an/ auction item, wherein dynamic 
information comprises at least one of bid information 
and price information associated with an auction item, 
and wherein the step of obtaining auction item data 
that has changed siJnce a previous time comprises the 
following steps performed by each respective data 
engine : / 

determining whether the data file contains a 
CRC value for each item currently being auctioned; 

storing CRC values in the data file for each 
item currently be:.ng auctioned that does not have a CRC 
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value in the data file,y and 

sending statfl_c and dynamic information to the 
intermediary web site /for each item currently being 
auctioned that does npt^have a CRC value in the data 
file. 



5 . The method according to Claim 4 wherein 
the step of obtaining auction item data that has 
changed since a previous time further comprises the 
following steps peijformed by each respective data 
engine : 

generatihg new CRC values for each item 
currently being auctioned; 

comparing the new CRC values with CRC values 
stored within the | data file for each respective auction 
item; 

storingi the new CRC values for each item 
currently being auctioned in the respective data file 
if the new CRC va|lues differ from the stored CRC 
values ; and 

sendind to the intermediary web site current 
information for eiach item currently being auctioned 



6 . A 
maintained at an 



method of updating information 
intermediary web site on a computer 



network about it^ins being auctioned at a plurality of 
remotely located auction sites on the computer network, 
wherein the info2*mation is displayable to users 
accessing the intermediary web site via the computer 
network, wherein each auction site includes a data 
engine that is configured to obtain data about each 



item currently be 



ing auctioned at the respective 
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10 auction site, wherein each data engine /comprises a data 

file configured to store cyclic redundancy checking 
(CRG) values for static and dynamic d/nformation about 
each auction item being auctioned an the respective 
auction site, wherein static inf orix/ation comprises an 
15 identification of an auction item,/ wherein dynamic 

information comprises at least one of bid information 
and price information associated/ with an auction item, 
and wherein the intermediary web site includes an agent 
that is configured to communicate with and retrieve 
auction item data from each auction site data engine, 
the method comprising the f oYlowing steps : 

sending a request from the agent to a 
plurality of respective data engines to obtain auction 
item data that has changed /since a previous time for 
25 auctions currently being conducted at the respective 

auction sites ; 

obtaining auctijbn item data that has changed 
since a previous time for auctions currently being 
conducted at the respect/ive auction sites, comprising 
the following steps per^Eormed by each respective data 
engine : 

determining whether a data file contains 
a CRC value /for each item currently being 
auctioned; 

35 storing CRC values in the data file for 

each item Currently being auctioned that does 
not have a/ CRC value in the data file; and 

sendiJng static and dynamic information 
to the intermediary web site for each item 
40 currently! being auctioned that does not have 

a CRC vallue in the data file; and 



30 
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updating the information mai/htained at the 
intermediary web site with the static; and dynamic 
information received from each respective data engine. 

7 . The method accordirLg to Claim 6 wherein 
the step of updating the inf ormatyion maintained at the 
intermediary web site comprises nhe following steps: 

extracting keywords from the received static 
and dynamic information; and / 

storing the extracted keywords, wherein each 
stored keyword is associated /with an item currently 
being auctioned at a respecoive one of the plurality of 
remotely located auction sices, and wherein the stored 
keywords are searchable by /users accessing the 
intermediary web site. / 

. 8. The method according to Claim 6 wherein 
the step of sending a request from the agent to each of 
a plurality of respectwe data engines is performed at 
predetermined time intervals . 

9. The method according to Claim 6 wherein 
the step of obtaining auction item data that has 
changed since a previous time further comprises the 
following steps performed by each respective data 
engine : / 

generating new CRC values for each item 
currently being auctioned; 

comparing the new CRC values with CRC values 
stored within a /data file for each respective auction 
item; / 

storiAig the new CRC values for each item 
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currently being auctioned in the respecztive data file 
if the new CRC values differ from the/stored CRC 
values; and 

sending to the intermediary web site current 
information for each item current w being auctioned. 



10 



15 



20 



25 



10. A method of provi/ding information, via a 
Web site of an intermediary, about items being 
auctioned at a plurality of re(notely located auction 
sites on a computer network, Avherein the Web site is 
configured to communicate wdyth each of the plurality of 
remotely located auction si/ces via the computer 
network, and wherein the Web site is configured to 
communicate with users accessing the Web site via 
respective Web clients, fhe method comprising the 
following steps : 

receiving a iifeer request at the Web site for 
information about items currently being auctioned at 
one or more of the auction sites, wherein the user 
request comprises at /least one of a keyword and an 
auction item parameter; and 

responsive to receiving the user request, 
searching keywords /maintained by the Web site for 
matches with the user request keyword, wherein each 
keyword maintainedf by the Web site is associated with 
at least one item / currently being auctioned at a 
respective one off the plurality of remotely located 
auction sites; and 

responsive to locating a keyword that matches 
a user request kfeyword, displaying information about an 
item currently tteing auctioned at a respective one of 
the plurality of remotely located auction sites that is 
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associated with the located keyword/, wherein the 
displayed information comprises arj identification of 
the auction item, and wherein a portion of the 
displayed information is selectably linked to the 
respective auction site such that, upon user 
activation, a user Web client/ is redirected to the 
respective auction site. / 

11. The method according to Claim 10, 
wherein the displayed information further comprises 
at least one of auction t/ime and price information 
associated with the aucnion item. 

12. The method according to Claim 10, 
further comprising the step of sending the user updated 
information about ther auction item at one or more 
future times. / 

13. The method according to Claim 10, 
further comprising/ 

performiyng a search of keywords maintained by 
the Web site subsequent to the displaying step; and 

sending the user results from the performed 
search. / 

14. A method of providing information, via a 
Web site of an intermediary, about items being 
auctioned at a plurality of remotely located auction 
sites on a computer network, wherein the Web site is 
configured to communicate with each of the plurality of 
remotely located auction sites via the computer 
network, and wr^erein the Web site is configured to 
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communicate with users accessing the Web site via 
respective Web clients, the method cojnprising the 
following steps: 

receiving a user request At the Web site for 
information about items currently being auctioned at 
one or more of the auction sites ,/ wherein the user 
request comprises a keyword; 

responsive to receivir^ the user request, 
searching keywords maintained b^ the Web site for 
matches with the user request Weyword, wherein each 
keyword maintained by the Web feite is associated with 
an item currently being auctioned at a respective one 
of the plurality of remotely /located auction sites; 

responsive to locatting a keyword that matches 
the user request keyword, displaying information about 
an item currently being auctiioned at a respective one 
of the plurality of remotely located auction sites that 
is associated with the located keyword, wherein the 
displayed information comprises at least one of an 
identification of the auctfion item, auction time, and 
price information associated with the auction item, and 
wherein a portion of the /displayed information is 
selectably linked to the / respective auction site such 
that, upon user activatipn, the user Web client is 
redirected to the respective auction site; and 

sending the user updated information about 
the auction item at one/ or more future times. 



15. The method according to Claim 12, 
wherein the step of sanding the user updated 
information about the /auction item at one or more 
future times comprises sending the user an e-mail 
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message containing the updated information, 
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20 



25 



16. A method of parti^cipat ing in an auction 
conducted at one or more remote/ly located auction sites 
on a computer network, the metynod comprising the 
following steps: 

sending a user recjtiest for information about 
items currently being auctioned at one or more of the 
remotely located auction siftes to a Web site of an 
intermediary on the computer network, wherein the user 
request comprises at least one keywords- 
responsive to receiving the user request, 
searching keywords maintained by the Web site for 
matches with the at least one user request keyword, 
wherein each keyword maintained by the Web site is 
associated with an item currently being auctioned at a 
respective one of th^ plurality of remotely located 
auction sites; 

responsive^ to locating a keyword that matches 
the user request k^^ord, displaying information about 
an item currently }peing auctioned at a respective one 
of the plurality c^f remotely located auction sites that 
is associated with the located keyword, wherein the 
displayed information comprises at least one of an 
identification ofl the auction item, auction time, and 
price informatiom associated with the auction items- 
sending a user request to place a bid on the 
auction item to jthe intermediary Web site; and 

responsive to receiving the user request to 
place the bid, placing a bid for the user on the 



30 



auction item at 
auction item is 



the respective auction site where the 
being auctioned . 
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17. The method according yto Claim 16, 
further comprising the step of sending the user updated 
information about the auction item at one or more 
future times, / 

18 . The method according to Claim 16 , 
further comprising: / 

performing a search of keywords maintained by 
the Web site subsequent to the displaying step; and 

sending the user/ results from the performed 
search. / 

19. A method of listing an item for sale in 
an auction conducted at/ one of a plurality of remotely 
located auction sites on a computer network, the method 
comprising the following steps performed by a Web site 
of an intermediary: / 

displaying/ a list of auctions conducted at 
one or more of the remotely located auction sites; and 

sending al request to a selected one of the 
auction sites to list an item for sale at an auction 
conducted at the selected auction site in response to 
receiving a user request . 

20. The method according to Claim 19, 
wherein the user request comprises at least one of an 
identification pf the item, a quantity of the item, 
price inf ormatd/on, and auction time information. 



21. / The method according to Claim 20, 
further comprdlsing the step of sending the user updated 
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information about auction status of Jche item at one or 
more future times. 

22. The method accordilig to Claim 21, 
wherein the step of sending the user updated 
information about auction status of the item at one or 
more future times comprises sending the user an e-mail 
message containing the updated/ information. 
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15 



20 



23. An on-line auqtion system, comprising: 
a computer network/ 
at least one remottely located auction site in 

communication with the comp/uter network, wherein each 

auction site comprises: 

a data engi/ne that is configured to 
obtain data about each item currently being 
auctioned at tne respective auction site, 
wherein each data engine comprises a data 
file configurep to store cyclic redundancy 
checking (CRC)/ values for static and dynamic 
information about each auction item being 
auctioned at /the respective auction site, 
wherein static information comprises an 
identification of an auction item, wherein 
dynamic information comprises at least one of 
bid information and price information 
associated v^ith an auction item; and 

means ::or obtaining auction item data 
that has changed since a previous time for 
auctions currently being conducted at the 
respective auction sites; 



a Web site d 



f an intermediary in 



-45- 



144-5 ^^V/ 



Attorney Docket 



communication with the computer network, wherein the 
Web site is configured to display seLected information 
about auction items at each of the i^motely located 
auction sites, comprising; 

an agent that is configured to 
communicate with and retrieve auction item 
data from each auction site data engine; and 

means for sending a request from the 
agent to each of a plurality of respective 
data engines to obtain auction item data that 
has changed since/ a previous time for 
auctions currently being conducted at the 
respective auction sites; and 

means for /updating the information 
maintained at ftlie intermediary web site with 
the informatipn received from each respective 
data engine . 

24. The oiy-line auction system according to 
Claim 23, wherein the means for obtaining auction item 
data that has changed since a previous time comprises: 

means for determining whether the data file 
contains a CRC val/ie for each item currently being 
auctioned; 

means :^or storing CRC values in the data file 
for each item currently being auctioned that does not 
have a CRC value in the data file; and 

means/ for sending static and dynamic 
information to /the intermediary web site for each item 
currently being auctioned that does not have a CRC 
value in the data file. 
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25. The on-line auction system according to 
Claim 23, wherein the means for upjflating the 
information maintained at the intermediary web site 
comprises: / 

means for extracting iceywords from the 
received information; and / 

means for storing the extracted keywords, 
wherein each stored keyword is associated with an item 
currently being auctioned at a respective one of the 
plurality of remotely locatfed auction sites, and 
wherein the stored keywords are searchable by users 
accessing the intermediary^ web site. 

26. The on-line auction system according to 
Claim 23 wherein the melans for sending a request from 
the agent to each of a/plurality of respective data 
engines comprises means for sending requests at 
predetermined time intervals. 

27. The on-line auction system according to 
Claim 23 wherein the means for obtaining auction item 
data that has changed since a previous time comprises: 

means toJ generating new CRC values for each 
item currently being auctioned; 

means far comparing new CRC values with CRC 
values stored witmin the data file for each respective 
auction item; / 

means for storing the CRC values for each 
item currently being auctioned in the respective data 
file if the new /CRC values differ from the stored CRC 
values; and / 

means! for sending to the intermediary web 
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site current information for each ite/i currently being 
auctioned . 
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20 
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28. A data processing system for providing 
information about items being auctioned at a plurality 
of remotely located auction sites on a computer 
network, wherein the data processing system is 
configured to communicate witM each of the plurality of 
remotely located auction sites via the computer 
network, and wherein the dafca processing system is 
configured to communicate with users accessing the data 
processing system via respective Web clients, 
comprising : 

means for rece^iving a user request for 
information about items/ currently being auctioned at 
one or more of the auction sites, wherein the user 
request comprises a keyword; 

means, resf/onsive to receiving a user 
request, for searching keywords maintained by the data 
processing system for matches with the user request 
keyword, wherein each keyword maintained by the data 
processing system /is associated with an item currently 
being auctioned an a respective one of the plurality of 
remotely located /auction sites; and 

means,/ responsive to locating a keyword that 
matches the user request keyword, for displaying 
information abc/ut an item currently being auctioned at 
a respective oihe of the plurality of remotely located 
auction sites /that is associated with the located 
keyword, wherein the displayed information comprises an 
identification of the auction item, and wherein a 
portion of the displayed information is selectably 
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linked to the respective auction site siach that, upon 
user activation, a user Web client is iredirected to the 
respective auction site. / 

29. The data processing /system according to 
Claim 28, wherein the displayed information further 
comprises at least one of auction time and price 
information associated with the/auction item. 

30. The data proceyssing system according to 
Claim 28, further comprising/ means for sending the user 
updated information about tne auction item at one or 
more future times. / 

31. The data processing system according to 
Claim 28, further comprising: 

means for subsequently performing searches of 
keywords maintained by the Web site; and 

means for sending the user results from the 
subsequently performed searches. 

32. A data processing system for providing 
information about /items being auctioned at a plurality 
of remotely locaued auction sites on a computer 
network, wherein/ the data processing system is 
configured to communicate with each of the plurality of 
remotely locatep auction sites via the computer 
network, and whferein the data processing system is 
configured to crommunicate with users accessing the data 
processing system via respective Web clients, 
comprising: j 

means for receiving a user request at the 
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data processing system for information about items 
currently being auctioned at one or more of the auction 
sites, wherein the user request comprises a keywords- 
means, responsive to receiving the user 
request, for searching keywords maintained by the data 
processing system for matches wiyh the user request 
keyword, wherein each keyword marintained by the data 
processing system is associatecy with an item currently 
being auctioned at a respective one of the plurality of 
remotely located auction sites; 

means, responsive no locating a keyword 
maintained by the data proce^ssing system that matches 
the user request keyword, for displaying information 
about an item currently being auctioned at a respective 
one of the plurality of remotely located auction sites 
that is associated with tpe located keyword, wherein 
the displayed information comprises at least one of an 
identification of the auction item, auction time, and 
price information assoaiated with the auction item, and 
wherein a portion of tme displayed information is 
selectably linked to nhe respective auction site such 
that, upon user activation, a user Web client is 
redirected to the respective auction site; and 

means tojj sending the user updated 
information about jche auction item at one or more 
future times. / 

33. The data processing system according to 
Claim 32, wherein the means for sending the user 
updated information about the auction item at one or 
more future times comprises means for sending the user 
an e-mail message containing the updated information. 
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34 . A data processing system for 
participating in an auction conducted at one or more 
remotely located auction sites on/ a computer network, 
comprising: / 

5 means for receiving a /user request for 

information about items currently being auctioned at 
one or more of the remotely located auction sites, 
wherein the user request comprises at least one 
keyword; / 
0 means for searching keywords maintained by 

the data processing system/ for matches with the at 
least one user request keyword, wherein each keyword 
maintained by the data processing system is associated 
with an item currently being auctioned at a respective 
5 one of the plurality of/ remotely located auction sites; 

means, responsive to locating a keyword that 
matches the user request keyword, for displaying 
information about an /item currently being auctioned at 
a respective one of A:he plurality of remotely located 
0 auction sites that Ls associated with the located 

keyword, wherein the displayed information comprises at 
least one of an idrentif ication of the auction item, 
auction time, and/price information associated with the 
auction item; / 
5 means flor receiving a user request to place a 

bid on the auction item; and 

means /for placing the bid on behalf of the 
user on the auction item at a respective auction site 
where the auctipn item is being auctioned. 

35. [The data processing system according to 
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Claim 34, further comprising means for sending the user 
updated information about the auction ^tem at one or 
more future times. 

36. The data processing y^ystem according to 
Claim 34, further comprising: 

means for subsequently Performing searches of 
keywords maintained by the Web sAte; and 

means for sending the/ user results from the 
subsequently performed search^ 



10 



37. A data processing system for listing an 
item for sale in an auction conducted at one of a 
plurality of remotely located auction sites on a 
computer network, comprising: 

means for dispiaying a list of auctions 
conducted at one or morp of the remotely located 
auction sites; 

means for re(ceiving a user request to list an 
item for sale in a selected one of the displayed list 
of auctions; and 

means fo^ listing the item for sale in the 
selected auction Bit a respective auction site. 



38. The data processing system according to 
Claim 37, wherein the user request comprises at least 
one of an identification of the item, a quantity of the 
item, price information, and auction time information. 



39./ The data processing system according to 
Claim 37, further comprising means for sending the user 
updated information about auction status of the item at 
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one or more future 




4 0 . The 
Claim 39, wherein t 
updated information 
one or more future 
the user an e-mail 
information . 



t:imes . 

data processing system according to 
he means for sending the user 

about auction status of the item at 
times comprises means for sending 
message containing the updated 



41. A computer program product that provides 



information about i 
of remotely located 



processing system \ 
wherein the compute 



terns being auctioned at a plurality 
auction sites on a computer 
network, wherein tlte computer program product is 
configured to communicate with each of the plurality of 
remotely located ai.ction sites via the computer 
network, wherein the computer program product is 
configured to commi:,nicate with users accessing the data 

ia respective Web clients, and 
r program product comprises a 



computer usable storage medium having computer readable 
program code embodied in the medium, the computer 
readable program cojde comprising: 

computer readable program code that receives 
a user request for information about items currently 
being auctioned at one or more of the auction sites, 
wherein the user reduest comprises a keyword; 

computer readable program code that, in 
response to receiving a user request, searches stored 
keywords for matches With the user request keyword, 
wherein each stored keyword is associated with an item 
currently being auctioned at a respective one of the 
plurality of remotely llocated auction sites; and 
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computer readable program ciode that, in 
5 response to locating a keyword that /matches the user 

request keyword, displays information about an item 
currently being auctioned at a respective one of the 
plurality of remotely located auation sites that is 
associated with the located keyWord, wherein the 
0 displayed information comprises^ an identification of 

the auction item, and wherein /a portion of the 
displayed information is sele(::tably linked to the 
respective auction site suchf that, upon user 
activation, a user Web client is redirected to the 
5 respective auction site. / 

42 . The computer program product according 
to Claim 41, wherein the displayed information further 
comprises at least one /of auction time and price 
information associated/ with the auction item. 

43. The computer program product according 
to Claim 41, further? comprising computer readable 
program code that spends the user updated information 
about the auction item at one or more future times. 

44 . The computer program product according 
to Claim 41, further comprising: 

compuaer readable program code that 
subsequently performs searches of keywords maintained 
5 by the Web site; and 

computer readable program code that sends the 
user results firom the subsequently performed searches. 

45. / A computer program product that provides 
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information about items being aucticjfied at a plurality 
of remotely located auction sites oh a computer 
network, wherein the computer proaram product is 
5 configured to communicate with each of the plurality of 

remotely located auction sites via the computer 
network, wherein the computer program product is 
configured to communicate wit/h users accessing the data 
processing system via respeotive Web clients, and 

10 wherein the computer prografn product comprises a 

computer usable storage medium having computer readable 
program code embodied in /the medium, the computer 
readable program code comprising: 

computer readable program code that receives 

15 a user request at the /data processing system for 

information about items currently being auctioned at 
one or more of the auction sites, wherein the user 
request comprises a keyword; 

computer readable program code that, in 

20 response to receiving the user request, searches stored 

keywords for mat/ches with the user request keyword, 
wherein each stiored keyword is associated with an item 
currently being auctioned at a respective one of the 
plurality of /remotely located auction sites; 

25 computer readable program code that, in 

response to /locating a keyword that matches the user 
request keword, displays information about an item 
currently being auctioned at a respective one of the 
plurality /of remotely located auction sites that is 

30 associatecA with the located keyword, wherein the 

displayed/ information comprises at least one of an 
identification of the auction item, auction time, and 
price information associated with the auction item, and 
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wherein a portion of the displayed iAf ormation is 
35 selectably linked to the respective/^ auction site such 

that, upon user activation, a useiv Web client is 

redirected to the respective auctAon site; and 

computer readable prog/ram code that sends the 

user updated information about ythe auction item at one 
40 or more future times. 

46. The computer /program product according 
to Claim 45, further comprising: 

computer readable program code that 
subsequently performs searches of keywords maintained 
5 by the Web site; and 

computer readable program code that sends the 
user results from the subsequently performed searches. 



10 
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47. A computer program product that 
facilitates user participation in auctions conducted at 
remote, on-line aucycion sites on a computer network, 
wherein the computer program product comprises a 
computer usable snorage medium having computer readable 
program code embodied in the medium, the computer 
readable prograny code comprising : 

computer readable program code that receives 
a user request /for information about items currently 
being auctionep at one or more of the remote auction 
sites, wherei^ the user request comprises at least one 
keyword ; 

computer readable program code that searches 
stored keywcpds for matches with the at least one user 
request keyword, wherein each stored keyword is 
associated with an item currently being auctioned at a 
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respective one of the remote auctiVon sites; 

computer readable program code that, in 
response to locating a keyword that matches the user 
request keyword, displays information about an item 
currently being auctioned at a respective one of the 
plurality of remotely located ^ction sites that is 
associated with the located keyword, wherein the 
displayed information comprisyes at least one of an 
identification of the auction item, auction time, and 
price information associated with the auction item; 

computer readable program code that receives 
a user request to place a /bid on the auction item; and 

computer readaiAe program code that places 
the bid on behalf of the/ user on the auction item at a 
respective auction site/ where the auction item is being 
auctioned. / 

48. The cdmputer program product according 
to Claim 47, further^ comprising computer readable 
program code that sends the user updated information 
about the auction item at one or more future times. 

49. The computer program product according 
to Claim 47, furtJner comprising: 

computer readable program code that 
subsequently performs searches of keywords maintained 
by the Web site/ and 

computer readable program code that sends the 
user results from the subsequently performed searches. 

50. I A computer program product that lists an 
item for sale (in an auction conducted at one of a 
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plurality of remotely located auction sites on a 
computer network, wherein the computer /program product 
comprises a computer usable storage medium having 
computer readable program code embodied in the medium, 
the computer readable program code comprising: 

computer readable programr code that displays 
a list of auctions conducted at on^ or more of the 
remotely located auction sites; 

computer readable progiram code that receives 
a user request to list an item for sale in a selected 
one of the displayed list of auctions; and 

computer readable program code that lists the 
item for sale in the selectee^ auction at a respective 
auction site. 



51. The computer program product according 
to Claim 50, wherein the mser request comprises at 
least one of an identification of the item, a quantity 
of the item, price information, and auction time 
information. 

52 . The co^puter program product according 
to Claim 50, further/ comprising computer readable 
program code that sends the user updated information 
about auction statij/s of the item at one or more future 
times . 



53 . Ti^e computer program product according 
to Claim 50, whetein the computer readable program code 
that sends the user updated information about auction 



status of the i 



lem at one or more future times 



comprises computer readable program code that sends the 
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user an e/mail message containing the updated 
information . 



